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The North Carolina Museum of Art Announces an Overview of Exhibitions and Major Events in 2026 

Raleigh, N.C. — The North Carolina Museum of Art (NCMA), a division of the Department of Natural 

and Cultural Resources, is pleased to announce an overview of annual events and exhibitions 

scheduled for 2026. Along with the return of Art in Bloom, presented by PNC Bank—the NCMA’s 

beloved festival of art and flowers—exciting new exhibitions explore the continuing legacies of the 

American West and the glorious history of ancient Egypt’s southern rival.   

NCMA Director Valerie Hillings states, “As the Museum looks back on a successful 2025, I eagerly 

anticipate the joyful community celebrations and illuminating art experiences on the horizon. The year 

2026 promises further opportunities to learn more about ourselves and one another through 

moments of collective engagement with the arts.”  

Learn about key dates and event details below:  

Art in Bloom, Presented by PNC 

March 18–22, 2026 

At this highly anticipated five-day festival, floral designers from across North Carolina are invited to 

interpret artwork and objects in the NCMA’s People’s Collection. This year’s theme, “Written in the 

Stars,” takes inspiration from the zodiac, including vibrant floral creations based on each astrological 

sign. Tickets go on sale to members on Jan. 2 and the general public on Feb. 5.  

 

Knowing the West 

May 2–Aug. 9, 2026 

The exhibition Knowing the West embraces and reexamines perceptions of the American West to 

create more inclusive and complex dialogues. It reflects the diverse perspectives—including those of 

Native American and women artists—that have contributed to art and life in the region.  

 

Ancient Nubia: Excavating Treasures of the Nile 

Oct. 17, 2026–Jan. 10, 2027 



Featuring works from the collection of the MFA Boston, Ancient Nubia: Excavating Treasure of the Nile 

presents nearly 3,000 years of Nubian history through materials recovered from Kushite tombs and 

pyramids nearly a century ago. The exhibition’s stunning displays speak to the underrepresented 

ancient kingdom’s cultural continuity and adaptation, as well as its historical and political connections 

to pharaonic Egypt.  

# # #  

About the North Carolina Museum of Art 

The North Carolina Museum of Art’s collection spans more than 5,000 years, from antiquity to the 

present, making the institution one of the premier art museums in the South. The Museum’s 

collection provides educational, aesthetic, intellectual and cultural experiences for the citizens of 

North Carolina and beyond. The 164-acre Museum Park showcases the connection between art and 

nature through site-specific works of environmental art. The Museum offers changing special 

exhibitions, classes, lectures, family activities, films and concerts. The Museum is located at 2110 Blue 

Ridge Rd. in Raleigh and is home to the People’s Collection. It is the art museum of the State of North 

Carolina, under the auspices of Governor Josh Stein; an agency of the Department of Natural and 

Cultural Resources, guided by the direction of Secretary Pamela B. Cashwell; and led by Director 

Valerie Hillings. For more information please visit ncartmuseum.org. 

About the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 

The N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) manages, promotes, and enhances the 

things that people love about North Carolina—its diverse arts and culture, rich history, and spectacular 

natural areas. Through its programs the department enhances education, stimulates economic 

development, improves public health, expands accessibility and strengthens community resiliency. 

The department manages over 100 locations across the state, including 27 historic sites, seven history 

museums, two art museums, five science museums, four aquariums, 35 state parks, four recreation 

areas, dozens of state trails and natural areas, the N.C. Zoo, the N.C. Symphony, the State Library, the 

State Archives, the N.C. Arts Council, the African American Heritage Commission, the American Indian 

Heritage Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office, the Office of State Archaeology, the 

Highway Historical Markers program, the N.C. Land and Water Fund and the Natural Heritage 

Program. For more information please visit ncdcr.gov. 
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