North Carolina Museum of Art

STREET 2110 Blue Ridge Road, Raleigh, NC 27607

MAIL 4630 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-4630

TEL (919) 839-6262 FAX (919) 733-8034 | WEB ncartmuseum.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 23, 2025

MEDIA CONTACT
Lizzie Newton | lizzie.newton@dncr.nc.gov

The North Carolina Museum of Art Announces “The Book of Esther in the Age of Rembrandt”

Raleigh, N.C. — The North Carolina Museum of Art (NCMA), a division of the Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources, is pleased to share details of its upcoming exhibition “The Book of Esther in
the Age of Rembrandt,” on view Sept. 20, 2025 - March 6, 2026.

Featuring more than 120 objects from collections across the world, this exhibition showcases the
titular biblical story’s impact on the visual and popular culture of 17th-century Holland through
paintings, prints, drawings, decorative art and ceremonial objects, transforming Queen Esther into a
new heroine for a new century. Co-curated by Abigail Rapoport, curator of Judaica at the Jewish
Museum, and Michele L. Frederick, curator of European art at the NCMA, “The Book of Esther” makes
stops at its two co-organizing institutions before a final run at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum,
Boston, beginning in August 2026.

NCMA Director Valerie Hillings states, “We are proud to present an exhibition that continues our
longstanding relationship with the Jewish Museum, which has supported our Judaic galleries with
several key loans from their collection since 2010.”

A press preview for the exhibition will be held on Wednesday, September 17, 2025.

Exhibition details

“The Book of Esther in the Age of Rembrandt”
Sept. 20, 2025 - March 8, 2026
East Building, Level B, Meymandi Exhibition Gallery

Ticketing: $20 Adults, free for Members, $17 Seniors age 65 and older, $12 Students (ages 7-22), free
for children 6 and under

Exhibition support

“The Book of Esther in the Age of Rembrandt” is co-organized by the Jewish Museum, New York, and
the North Carolina Museum of Art. In Raleigh additional support is made possible, in part, by the
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North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources; the North Carolina Museum of Art
Foundation, Inc.; The Slomo and Cindy Silvian Foundation, Inc.; Dutch Culture USA, a program of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in the United States; and the William R. Kenan Jr. Endowment for
Educational Exhibitions. Research for this exhibition was made possible by Ann and Jim Goodnight/The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fund for Curatorial and Conservation Research and Travel.
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About the North Carolina Museum of Art

The North Carolina Museum of Art’s collection spans more than 5,000 years, from antiquity to the
present, making the institution one of the premier art museums in the South. The museum’s collection
provides educational, aesthetic, intellectual and cultural experiences for the citizens of North Carolina
and beyond. The 164-acre Museum Park showcases the connection between art and nature through
site-specific works of environmental art. The museum offers changing special exhibitions, classes,
lectures, family activities, films and concerts. The museum is located at 2110 Blue Ridge Rd. in Raleigh
and is home to the People’s Collection. It is the art museum of the State of North Carolina, under the
auspices of Gov. Josh Stein; an agency of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, guided by
the direction of Secretary Pamela B. Cashwell; and led by Director Valerie Hillings. For more
information please visit ncartmuseum.org.

About the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

The N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) manages, promotes and enhances the
things that people love about North Carolina - its diverse arts and culture, rich history, and spectacular
natural areas. Through its programs the department enhances education, stimulates economic
development, improves public health, expands accessibility and strengthens community resiliency.

The department manages over 100 locations across the state, including 27 historic sites, seven history
museums, two art museums, five science museums, four aquariums, 35 state parks, four recreation
areas, dozens of state trails and natural areas, the N.C. Zoo, the N.C. Symphony, the State Library, the
State Archives, the N.C. Arts Council, the African American Heritage Commission, the American Indian
Heritage Commission, the State Historic Preservation Office, the Office of State Archaeology, the
Highway Historical Markers program, the N.C. Land and Water Fund, and the Natural Heritage
Program. For more information please visit ncdcr.gov.
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