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AS ASSETS GO, A

MUSEUM'S COLLECTION

which included several elements that
survive today, including an entry allée
and a series of reflecting poals meant
to mirror the building's planes. But
Walker left the project in 2007 [mu-
seum officials and members of the
design team have been rather reticent
around this isswe). and the museum

S ITS GREATEST.

By 2ea0, the North Caroling Museurn of Art in Ralegh (NCMA)
meeded a larger home Tor its growing eollection, which meludes
warks by Homer, Bierstadt, Giotto, and Giacormetti, In planning 1o
e the permanent collection to o new building, which was corm-
pleted in agio by the architecture firm Thomas Phifer and Partners
with Pearce Erinl:lr:\- Cease + Lee, the museum mmrpnmtnd its nther
great asset into the expansion plan: a vhg-acre site betwesn Raleigh,
Drusrhiarm, and Clnpel Hill

The firm Peter Walker and Partners (PYWP) was originally hired
by NCMA in 30006 to design the landscape around the new ad-
dition, working with the Durham firm of Lappas = Havener.
Walker completed schematic designs for the musewmn’s grounds,

M/ LANDSCAFE ARCHITECTURE MAGATINE 1AM 2011

turned to Lappas + Havener to com-
plete the design, which received an
award of excellence last fall fram the
North Carcling Chapter of ASLA.

For the museum and soulpture park. Lappas + Havener developed
a design for the entire site, from a series of formal sculpture courts
around Phifer’s new West Building cwtward to a looser, pastoral sculp-
ture park that follows an existing greenway. “The interpretation of
nature in the more mural part of the site is the framewark for this mu-
seum landscape,” says Walt Havener, ASLA, the principal designer,
“We've taken the rolling topography [of the greenway] and intensified
itaround the museun in terms of landforms and drainage”

It's a topography Lappas + Havener knew better than just about
anyong, The firm has been involved with the museurn since the
early 2000s, before Walker's or Phifer’s arrival in Raleigh, and had
cornpleted an early site plan for the museum's property. The firm”s
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THE ENTRY PLAZA ACTS
AS A HINGE BETWEEN
NAL MUSEUM
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