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Iconic Ansel Adams Photographs and Rarely Seen Renaissance Paintings by Venice Masters  

at the North Carolina Museum of Art 

 
Raleigh, N.C.—The North Carolina Museum of Art (NCMA) opens 2017 with two major exhibitions: one featuring the 
awe-inspiring work of Ansel Adams, and one showcasing masterpieces from Venice’s cultural Renaissance. Beginning 

February 4 the Museum presents Ansel Adams: Masterworks, 48 iconic photographs of American landscapes. One 
month later the Museum opens Glory of Venice: Renaissance Paintings 1470–1520, about 50 paintings by such 

masters as Giorgione, Giovanni Bellini, and Vittore Carpaccio, many of which have never been seen outside of Venice. 
The two exhibitions are ticketed together. 
 
“These two extraordinary exhibitions allow our visitors to explore the majesty of America and the splendor of Venice—
all in one location,” says Lawrence J. Wheeler, director of the NCMA. “It will be an unforgettable and once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to view stunning photographs by the most well-known photographer of our time, and then walk to the 

next gallery to see rarely exhibited paintings from the most exciting period of Venice’s cultural history.” 
 
Ansel Adams: Masterworks  
February 4–May 7, 2017 
East Building, Joyce W. Pope Gallery  
Ticketed with Glory of Venice 
 

In a career that spanned five decades, Ansel Adams (1902–84) became 
one of America’s most renowned photographers. This exhibition 
focuses on his “Museum Set,” a collection of 48 photographs carefully 
selected and printed by Adams. Adams designated these works late in 
his life as a succinct representation of the best work of his career. 
 
Included are many of his iconic images of majestic American 

landscapes, such as El Capitan and Half Dome in Yosemite National 
Park; the Golden Gate in San Francisco; Monument Valley in Arizona; 
and the Snake River in Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming. The set 
shows Adams’s broad range of interests and features not only his 
popular photographs, but also lesser-known portraits of people and 
close-ups of nature. 

 
“We feel extremely fortunate to be able to present this set of 

photographs, hand-selected and personally printed by the artist himself, to our visitors,” says Linda Dougherty, NCMA 
curator of contemporary art. “The featured photographs—breathtaking views and impressive depictions of America’s 
landscapes—reveal the importance Adams placed on the overwhelming power and beauty of the natural world.”  
 
Glory of Venice: Renaissance Paintings 1470–1520 

March 4−June 18, 2017 
East Building, Meymandi Exhibition Gallery 
Ticketed with Ansel Adams 
 
Glory of Venice: Renaissance Paintings 1470–1520 features 50 paintings and a significant group of printed books and 
individual pages that illustrate a crucial period in the history of Venetian art and culture, widely regarded as one of the 
most exciting chapters in the history of Western art. It features masterworks from the world-renowned collection of 

the Gallerie dell’Accademia in Venice: major altarpieces, private devotional paintings, secular works, and portraits by 
Giovanni Bellini, Vittore Carpaccio, Cima da Conegliano, Giorgione, and Titian. This rare selection includes works that 
have never before traveled across the Atlantic; it is supplemented with significant Venetian paintings from U.S. 

collections, including six from the NCMA.  
 

http://ncartmuseum.org/exhibitions/view/13660
http://ncartmuseum.org/exhibitions/view/13670
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David Steel, the NCMA’s curator of European art and co-curator of the exhibition, says: “This is the first exhibition 

solely devoted to Italian art ever presented at the Museum, and it’s a stunner. For the first time in its history, the 

Accademia museum in Venice, which owns the foremost collection of Venetian art in the world, has agreed to lend a 
substantial group of its treasures to America, and we are delighted to be one of two venues for this important 
exhibition.”  
 
In addition to the vibrant and richly colored paintings, the NCMA will 
display a selection of early Venetian printed books lent from the 

outstanding rare book collections at the University of North Carolina 
and Duke University, as well as one of the most spectacular woodcuts 
ever made, Jacopo de’ Barbari’s bird’s-eye View of Venice. Exhibition 
co-curator Lyle Humphrey explains: “While the Bellini workshop was 
spawning Venice’s artistic revolution, introducing new techniques, 
materials, and formats for painting, other craftsmen and entrepreneurs 

in the city were adopting and perfecting the technology of printing with 
movable type and printed images. Around 1500 Venice became a 
center of innovation in Europe—the Silicon Valley of its time—and a 

conduit for the circulation of the ideas, scholarship, and imagery from 
classical antiquity that helped foster the Renaissance.”  
 
This multimedia ensemble, the first Italian-focused major exhibition 

at the NCMA, is the first U.S. exhibition to examine one of the most 
remarkable chapters in the history of art, Venice at the dawn of 
modernity. The paintings and other works in the exhibition document 
an exciting and dynamic moment in the art and culture of Venice, a 
magical city that has fascinated visitors and artists for centuries. 
 
About the Exhibitions 
 
Ansel Adams: Masterworks is organized by the Turtle Bay Exploration Park, Redding, California. Exhibition tour management by 

Landau Traveling Exhibitions, Los Angeles, California.  
 Presenting sponsor: Duke Energy 
 Supporting sponsors: QuintilesIMS and First Citizens Bank 
 Participating sponsor: CEI 
 Media sponsor: WTVD ABC-11 

 
Glory of Venice: Renaissance Paintings 1470–1520 is organized by the Denver Art Museum in collaboration with the North Carolina 
Museum of Art. It is presented with generous support from the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, Robert Lehman Foundation, and The 
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation. This exhibition is supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and 
Humanities. In Raleigh generous support is provided by the Ron and Jeanette Doggett Endowment.   

 Participating sponsors: QuintilesIMS and VIETRI 
 Media sponsor: WTVD ABC-11 

 
These exhibitions are made possible, in part, by the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources; the North 
Carolina Museum of Art Foundation, Inc.; and the William R. Kenan Jr. Endowment for Educational Exhibitions. Research for these 
exhibitions was made possible by Ann and Jim Goodnight/The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fund for Curatorial and Conservation 
Research and Travel. 
 
Image Captions (top to bottom) 
 
Ansel Adams, Half Dome, Merced River, Winter, Yosemite National Park, California, circa 1938, gelatin-silver print, 14 3/4 x 19 ¼ in., 
© 2015 The Ansel Adams Publishing Rights Trust 
 
Giovanni Bellini, The Annunciation, early 1500s, oil on canvas, 88 x 42 in. each, Gallerie dell’Accademia, Venice, Italy  
 

### 
 
About the North Carolina Museum of Art 
The North Carolina Museum of Art’s permanent collection spans more than 5,000 years, from ancient Egypt to the present, 
making the institution one of the premier art museums in the South. The Museum’s collection provides educational, aesthetic, 
intellectual, and cultural experiences for the citizens of North Carolina and beyond. The 164-acre Museum Park showcases the 
connection between art and nature through site-specific works of environmental art. The Museum offers changing national touring 
exhibitions, classes, lectures, family activities, films, and concerts. 
 
The Museum opened West Building, home to the permanent collection, in 2010. The North Carolina Museum of Art, Lawrence J. 
Wheeler, director, is located at 2110 Blue Ridge Road in Raleigh. It is the art museum of the State of North Carolina, Pat McCrory, 
governor, and an agency of the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Susan Kluttz, secretary.  


